


• Deep-sea fisheries challenging to manage 
due to biological characteristics

• Small fraction of catches, but often highly 
valuable

• Limited information and knowledge available

• FAO DSF Guidelines outline international 
measures to be implemented

Deep-sea fisheries 
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First phase of project contributed to better 
fisheries management and protection 
of ABNJ ecosystems

Phase I: 2014-2019
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RFMOs
GFCM, NAFO, NEAFC, NPFC, 
SEAFO, SIOFA, SPRFMO

Partners

Government
NOAA
Science advisory body
ICES
Private sector 
SIODFA, ICFA

Implementing Agency

Executing Agency
GFCM

FAO
Phase II: 2022-2027



Project Objective

DSF in the ABNJ are managed under 
an ecosystem approach, with stocks 
at levels capable of maximizing 
sustainable yields and minimizing 
impacts on biodiversity, with a focus 
on data-limited stocks, deepwater 
sharks and vulnerable marine 
ecosystems



1. Strengthen and implement regulatory frameworks

 Strengthen RFMO measures & procedures on fisheries 
management and compliance

  E-learning /self-assessment course on DSF 
management

 Training /capacity development

Four key components of work



E-learning course on DSF and their management

Coming soon!Activities of possible interest to the LDAC 
2024-2025



 
2. Strengthen effective management of deep-sea 

fisheries

 Support RFMOs to implement EAF & PA

 Establish data collection frameworks for data-poor 
species and deepwater sharks

 Explore innovative technologies for data collection

 Improve industry input into RFMO technical 
discussions

 Mapping of bottom fisheries by gear & impact on 
VMEs

Four key components of work



Activities of possible interest to the LDAC
2024-2025

Explore and trial innovative technologies for monitoring 
and reporting

• Support reporting on deepwater sharks
• Identification of VMEs

Join our DSF 
technical group!



EAF Symposium Q1 2025

• Sponsored by NAFO & possibly ICES
• Day 1 – Scientific approaches to EAF
• Day 2 – Management approaches to EAF
• Day 3 – Development of a roadmap for the 

implementation of EAF in RFMOs

Activities of possible interest to the LDAC 
2024-2025



Workshop with industry stakeholders:

• Recognize the important technical and 
operational expertise held in the fishing industry

• Create a forum for knowledge sharing and 
information exchange 

• Explore mechanisms through which industry 
knowledge could be better incorporated into 
RFMO discussions and CMMs

Activities of possible interest to the LDAC 
2024-2025



3. Improve understanding and management of 
cross-sectoral interactions with deep-sea 
fisheries 

 Explore interactions between deep-sea fisheries and 
other sectors

 Explore frameworks for coordination to 
manage/mitigate cross-sectoral interactions with DSF

Four key components of work



4. Knowledge management and communication

 Share knowledge & experiences with a wide 
audience

Four key components of work

Contact: eszter.hidas@fao.org

Join our DSF 
technical group!
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