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Statement of the Commission relating to Regulation (EU) 2020/560 of the European Parliament and
of the Council amending Regulations (EU) No 508/2014 and (EU) No 1379/2013 as regards specific
measures to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the fishery and aquaculture sector

(2020/C 138 1/01)

The Commission welcomes the swift adoption by the European Parliament and the Council of its proposal to modify the
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak and help our fishermen and
women and aquaculture producers.

The Commission wishes to underline that fisheries control and the collection of scientific data are of great importance for
the sustainable management of fish stocks on the basis of the best available scientific advice and reliable enforcement. The
reduction of financial resources thereto should not lead to deterioration of the outcome of these essential elements of the
Common Fisheries Policy.

The Commission wishes to stress that its proposal, as well as the amendments made to it, address the unique crisis situation
caused by the COVID-19 outbreak and the exceptional and immediate need for support to address the consequences of that
outbreak. They cannot prejudge the future Regulation on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.
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