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Draft Minutes of the Long Distance Fleet
Regional Advisory Council General Assembly 

From 14:30 to 18:30, Wednesday 28 May 2014

Altis Grand Hotel Rua Castilho, 11

1269-072 Lisbon – Portugal

Chairman: Antonio Schiappa Cabral
Vice-Chair: Juan Manuel Liria 
1. Welcome
The Chairman welcomes those present and comments on the delegations received: Mr. Olsen (Living Sea) delegates to Mr. Stöckhausen (Seas at Risk); Mr. Petersen (Ocean Tiger) delegates to Mr.  Vilhjálmsson (ELDFA); Ms. Rodríguez (OPP Lugo), Mr. Suárez-llanos (ANAMER, ANAPA) and Ms. Béjar (ONAPE) delegate to Mr. Garat (FEOPE); Ms. Mangalo (CNPMEM) delegates to Ms. Roux (CNPMEM) and Mr. Van Balsfoort (DPFTA) delegates to Mr. Szemioth (NAPO).
2. Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting are approved. 
3. Administrative and financial matters
The Secretariat informs about the following:
· LDRAC resignations
 ANAVAR and CAPA have tendered their resignation as members of the LDRAC.

· Requests to join the LDRAC
         The following associations have requested to be members of the LDRAC: 
- EUROTHON (European Tropical Tuna Fishing, processing and trade Committee)

- ACEMIX (Asociación de Empresas Comunitarias en Sociedades Mixtas de Pesca)

After consultation with the European Commission and the rest of Member States, without finding any opposition, their membership of the LDRAC General Assembly is approved.
· Presentation of the accounts of the financial period June 2013/May 2014
The Chairman informs that the Executive Committee recommends the General Assembly to approve the provisional accounts even though payments made for the last meetings have not been yet included but will be at the end of the period. There being no objections, the accounts are approved. 
· Presentation of the Budget for financial period June 2014/May 2015

After the presentation of the budget, the Executive Committee recommends the General Assembly approve the budget for next year that will go from 1 June 2014 to 31 May 2015. The budget for the following year is approved.  
· Proposal for a change of Executive Secretary
Following a debate, a clear methodology is agreed when choosing a new Executive Secretary. In addition, the selection committee is appointed (Chair, Vice-Chairs, Ms. Gorez and an English-speaking member -without the right to vote- in order to help out with the interview in English.) 
4. Approval of Work Programme and schedule for 2014/2015.
After having submitted the draft work programme to all members, the Secretariat provides a detailed explanation. After clarifying the relevant issues raised by the members, the Secretariat will draft the item relating to Greenland in a more straightforward way. Besides, the working group 2 Chairman will draft an alternative proposal for the NAFO section. 
Mr. Garat suggests adding to WG5 a new topic on the DG SANCO interpretation of Regulation 882/2004 regarding catches by EU freezers that carry out landings with no handling of fish in third countries so that they are transported to any EU country. DG SANCO is demanding a health certificate and for them to go through the Border Inspection Post as if they were imports. Spain has a different interpretation to that of the EC. The inclusion of this point is approved.
After agreeing on the relevant changes, priorities are explained and they are commented by the members. Once they are included in the work plan, it will be distributed to all members and it will be approved in one week. 
5. Extraordinary meetings
The Secretariat informs that during this year three extraordinary meetings were held:
· One on horizontal matters: where the first exchanges with the EC on the basic CFP Regulation took place; the possible revision of the Fishing Authorisation Regulation and the LDRAC action plan were discussed with specific proposals. 
· A presentation of the MoU signed with COMHAFAT/ATLAFCO before the European Parliament took place in Brussels. 
· In addition, at the Spanish Fisheries Secretariat, in Madrid, the initiative and the MoU between the LDRAC and COMHAFAT/ATLAFCO was presented, as well as the publication on how to improve good governance and transparency in the fight against IUU fishing in West Africa.
6. Adaptation of the LDRAC to the new basic CFP Regulation
The Chairman conveys that it is not an urgent matter, since the European Commission’s delegated act has not been approved yet. Once it is published, the LDRAC ought to adapt to it and the modification to the rules of procedure will be carried out subsequently. 
Furthermore, the Chairman informs that OCEANA has requested to join in as a member of the Executive Committee. Ms. Cornax ratifies this request and their commitment to continue with their active participation in the LDRAC work. OCEANA’s request to be part of the Executive Committee is approved. 
7. Election of the LDRAC Chairman
The Chairman, Mr. Cabral, informs about the letter he distributed among all members thanking them for their collaboration and the joint work carried out throughout his seven years as chair. He then conveys that the position of LDRAC Chair is made available to the members so that they can submit their candidacies.

Following discussion among the members on this issue, and with Mr. Cabral’s approval, his continuity as Chairman is approved for one more year, and he thanks all members for their trust. 
8. Any other business
Mr. Portelarosa makes a presentation on finning that will be sent to all members.
Mr. Garat comments on the serious damage that the application of this regulation is causing to the Spanish fleet, so he supports Mr. Portelarosa’s opinion. In addition, he highlights that other fleets are not respecting it, and that a different type of proposal should have been accepted regarding this matter.
Mr. Trujillo supports Mr. Portelarosa’s position and the repeal of this regulation until the EU finds a solution for European companies to reach a level playing field vis-à-vis other fleets regarding finning. 
       Ms. Cornax points out that her organisation is willing to study the different options proposed. However, they request the industry provide more data on the damages and the impact they claim is taking place. 
 Mr. Stöckhausen supports Ms. Cornax proposal stressing the importance of receiving said objective data. 
Following a debate, it is agreed that the Secretariat study the possibility of requesting the EC carry out an impact analysis on shark stocks and the environment, as soon as the new Parliament has been appointed. 
9. Closure of the General Assembly
The meeting is adjourned at 17.15.
ATTENDEES
1. Antonio Cabral. ADAPI

2. Chistian Olesen. DPPO

3. Hjálmar Vilhjálmsson. ELDFA

4. John Crudden. EAA

5. Juan Manuel Liria. FEOPE

6. Marc Ghiglia. UAPF

7. Beatrice Gorez. CFFA-CAPE
8. Marta Aymerich. ANFACO-CECOPESCA 
9. Raúl García. WWF
10. Anna Boulova. AIPCE
11. Sylvie Roux. CNPMEM
12. Björn Stockhausen. Seas at risk
13. Javier Garat. FEOPE
14. Haraldur Gretarsson. DHV 

15. Boguslaw Szemioth. NAPO

16. Juan Manuel Trujillo. ETF
17. Despina Symons. EBCD

18. Barrie Deas. NFFO

19. Francisco Portelarosa. VIANAPESCA

20. María José Cornax. OCEANA

21. Iván López. AGARBA
22. Ian Gatt. SPFA

23. Pierre Commere. FIAC

24. Juana Parada. ORPAGU

25. Mike Park. SFF

26. Jorge Almeirim. FIPS

WG Chairs
27. José Ramón Fontan. ONAPE/OP-ANACEF

28. Nigel Atkins. NFFO

29. Michel Goujon. ORTHONGEL

30. Julio Morón. OPAGAC

OBSERVERS
31. José Taveira da Mota
32. Evangelia Georgitsi. EC
33. Carlos Aldereguía. LDRAC

34. Manuela Iglesias. LDRAC

35. Marta de Lucas. LDRAC
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